I am writing to thank you for the bursary you gave me so that I could attend the Insula IX Town Life Project at Silchester this year. I found my experience at the project both interesting and exciting, and it has also helped me to understand what it is I would like to study at University, and so now I am looking into the possibility of taking a degree in Archaeology. 

Before beginning the project I wasn’t sure as to what to expect, having not participated on an archaeological dig before. However, now after completing ten days at the site my eyes have been opened to the world of archaeology, and how that there is in fact much more to it than first meets the eye. 

I enjoyed all of the different aspects of the dig. Although the digging is the most obvious aspect to enjoy, I also enjoyed planning various contexts and taking soil samples, which were then taken to the environmental department to be analysed. Finds washing, although a small job, was fascinating as you were able to see something transform from a dirty object to sometimes something quite beautiful. 

Personally, I began simply to clean the various contexts, so that you could see the different colours of the soil. As I progressed throughout the week I was given a depression in the soil to excavate, in which I found a post-hole. This I then excavated, planned and drew a cross-section for. I found one small find, which was a hobnail from a shoe. Although this was my only small find, I found it particularly exciting. I also found many other interesting finds, although not small finds of particular interest, they were still interesting to me. These included various pieces of both large and small pot, many animal bones, iron nails, and a shard of blue glass. 

Everybody already on site was so welcoming and I instantly felt at home, and I made many good friends with whom I hope to keep in touch. Therefore I cannot wait until next year when I can apply again to join the project, but hopefully this time for much longer. 

 

Again thank you, 

Emily Morris 
