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Report by the Director on the JACT Classical Civilisation and Ancient History Summer School, held at Repton School 12th - 17th July 2014
We were, once again, blessed with Sunshine as we embarked on the 24th JACT Classical Civilisation and Ancient History Summer School.

This year we found ourselves over-subscribed at the application deadline and had to put a number of students onto a waiting-list. In the end, due to a last minute cancellation, we had 69 students in attendance (our maximum is 70). The gender balance was rather unequal with 53 girls and just 15 boys, but this did not prove to be a problem. This year we did see a shift in the proportion of students coming from the state sector, with 20 students from selective state schools and 19 from non-selective state schools, compared to 27 from independent schools (in 2013 40 out of 70 students were from independent schools). Students came from 43 schools and colleges across the UK. We were also joined by three international students, one from The Republic of Ireland, one based in Germany and the other in Singapore. For the most part there were just one or two students fr[image: image1.png]


om each school and it was delightful to see students overcoming any initial shyness and forging new friendships. 

The vast majority of our students were in Year 12, with 13 coming from Year 11 and just 4 from Year 13.

Two of our students were returners from previous years who enjoyed the experience so much the first time around that they decided to come back with friends.

Of our 69 students, 8 were not studying any classical subjects at A-Level, but were considering going on to study Classical Civilisation/Ancient History at University. This was very encouraging as we really do pride ourselves on widening participation in Classical Civilisation & Ancient History. This is an aim that we are helped to achieve by offering bursaries to students whose background means that they may not otherwise be able to attend. This year we provided 16 students with some form of financial assistance. Of that 16, ten were awarded a full bursary of £300. These students proved to be among the most talented and dedicated on the course and were extremely grateful for the help that they had received. We simply could not provide them with such assistance without the generous support of the Cambridge School Classics Project, the Classical Association, the Craven Committee, the Gilbert Murray Trust, the JACT Greek Project, the Jowett Copyright Trust, the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies, the Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, the University of Cambridge Faculty of Classics, and the University of Oxford Faculty of Classics, to whom we are extremely grateful.

There were 11 tutors, three of whom were teaching at the Summer School for the first time. Our tutors come from a range of institutions, including museums and universities as well as schools and are subsequently able to offer a broad range of subjects in a variety of teaching styles, something that is often commented on positively by our students. In response to suggestions by students in previous years, we currently offer the following topics for study: Minoans and Myceneans, Athens and Sparta, Roman Republic, Life and times of Cicero, Alexander the Great, Gender in Antiquity, Art and Architecture, Historiography, Tragedy, Comedy, Greek and Latin Lyric poetry, Iliad and Aeneid, Ancient and Modern Philosophical problems, Life and times of Socrates, Greek and Latin and Mythology. Students are required to take five courses, but the majority opted for six, meaning that they were in a class in every teaching slot.

During free time, students were able to take advantage of the swimming and sports facilities on offer at Repton, as well as a number of (Classics-related) books, DVDs and board games that we provided. For the first time, we also set a competition, in which students were asked to recreate a scene from myth on a vase. The winner was announced at the end of the week to great aplomb and received a small prize for their efforts! 

In addition to our daily course programme we were also joined by Professor Alison Cooley (University of Warwick) who delivered a very interesting lecture entitled ‘Assessing Augustus AD14-2014’. Both the staff and students very much enjoyed the lecture and were able to gain considerable insight into perceptions and representations of Augustus throughout the ages. Professor Cooley also gave an overview of ‘Classics at Warwick’ which our students found very beneficial in helping them to understand the options available to them. We were very grateful to Alison for taking the time to visit us at Repton.

We were also delighted that Dr. Rosie Wyles (University of Kent) accepted our invitation to attend our performances on the last night of the Summer School. As usual we spent every evening in preparation for this extravaganza, with all students being involved in some way, whether that be acting, directing or working on costumes and props. Every year we are astounded at the quality of the performances that our students produce and this year was no exception. Dr. Stephe Harrop worked with students to create a powerful production of Euripides’ Ion, which was followed by a totally hilarious and engaging performance of Aristophanes’ Thesmophoriazusae, directed by Mr. Rob Taylor. The following morning, Dr. Wyles offered a critique of the performances followed by a fantastic lecture in which she used various incarnations of Godzilla to demonstrate how representations of the same material can change over time and compared aspects of Aristophanes to Morecombe and Wise.

The feedback responses returned by students were overwhelmingly positive. The students particularly seemed to relish the opportunity to study topics that they hadn’t encountered at School, particularly Alexander the Great. They described lessons as ‘exciting’, ‘engaging’ and ‘inspiring’. They also enjoyed meeting new friends and having the opportunity to take part in the drama productions, something that many of them had never done before.

The Summer School is, as always, very grateful to Repton School Enterprises and in particular to Elaine Shaw, who always works tirelessly to ensure that our needs are met. We would also like to thank Bob Lister for his continued support and Emma Evans for all of her hard work as course secretary. Sadly, Emma will be stepping down this year and will be replaced by Kate Baylis, who has taught at the Summer School for several years and who is very much looking forward to taking on this new role.
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