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Welcome 

A warm welcome to this 8th issue of 
Epistula, the twice-yearly newsletter 
from the Roman Society. An important 
feature of this issue is the report about 
events part-sponsored by the Roman 
Society through the Archaeology 
Committee, fostering links with local 
societies to bring Roman Studies to an 
even wider audience. Keep your eye on 
the Roman Society website for more 
events, and do come along to any near 
you. 

We are also pleased to expand the 
newsletter beyond Archaeology, with 
the help of Emma Buckley and Neville 
Morley. This has led to the inclusion of 
notes on recent research in literature 
and history. 

This newsletter relies on you for 
information which you think will 
interest your fellow Romanists, 
whether archaeology, art, ancient 
history, literature or any other aspect 
of the Roman world, so please do send 
in your news on recent research, 
upcoming talks or new publications for 
the next edition. 

Ben Croxford and Louise Revell 
Editors 

 

Society news 
Events round-up 
Members have already enjoyed a 
number of events this autumn. The 
season started with a visit to 
Fishbourne Roman Palace and Gardens 
where members were given a guided 
tour of the site, followed by a special  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society members at Fishbourne 

visit to the storerooms led by the curator, 
Dr Rob Symmons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three conferences have taken place. The 
first was held in Malton on The Romans 
in Ryedale and Beyond, and you can read 
a write-up by the organiser, Dr Pete 
Wilson on page 10. 

The second was our annual joint 
conference in collaboration with the 
Association for Roman Archaeology, this 
year on the topic, Augustus: First 
Emperor of Rome, to mark the 
bimillennium of his death. Over 220 filled 
the BP Lecture at the British Museum to 
hear lectures by Susan Walker (The 
Image of Augustus Reviewed), Dario 
Calomino (Emperor or God? 
Commemorating Augustus on Coins), 
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill (Brick to Marble? 
How Augustus transformed Rome) and 
Penny Goodman (Half-way to a 
Bimillennium: Augustus in the Middle 
Ages).  

The third was another collaboration, this 
time with WallQuest and the Arbeia 
Society in South Shields, a conference on 
the results of community archaeology on 
Hadrianôs Wall entitled Beyond the Walls:  
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The baths, temples, villages and fields outside the forts 
on Hadrianôs Wall: Recent discoveries. The event was 
fully booked and a large audience gathered to enjoy 
papers by Nick Hodgson, Sue Stallibrass, Andrew Birley, 
Paul Bidwell, David Mason, David Breeze and Lindsay 
Allison-Jones.   
 
The second in the series of the Roman Society 
sponsored lectures in association with the British 
Museumôs Touring Exhibition Roman Empire: Power and 
People was delivered by Dr Adrian Chadwick at the 
Leeds City Museum. His lecture was entitled: Fields and 
farms, lucre and lightning seeds ï People, coins and the 
rural landscape in Roman Yorkshire.  

 

William Fitzgerald delivered the London Evening Lecture 
on 11th November, on the subject Three Latin Poets in a 
Word: you can listen to Williamôs lecture on YouTube 
here: 
https://dub110.mail.live.com/?tid=cm06kQpjKK5BGWxtid
Z19F1A2&fid=flinbox 
 
Finally, on 25th November, the Roman Society 
collaborated with the Roman Research Trust to host the 
Joan Pye Lecture in the Chancellor's Hall at Senate House. 
Dr Peter Guest delivered a lecture entitled: The Legionary 
Fortress at Caerleon: Recent discoveries and new 
perspectives. The lecture was followed by a reception and 
a book launch for the Society's new publication: AD 410: 
The History and Archaeology of Late and Post-Roman 
Britain [See the Society's publications section]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The York radiate hoard 

Representation of the legionary fortress at Caerleon from 
the south 

The presenters at the Roman Society and Association of 
Roman Archaeology conference 

  

The Roman Society and the Vindolanda 
Trust (www.vindolanda.com) 

Following a successful site visit to Vindolanda last year, 
the Roman Society has been very pleased to continue its 
collaboration with the Vindolanda Trust in two key ways.  
 
Draw for free places 
The Society was delighted that the Vindolanda Trust 
offered ten free places to members on its 2015 
excavation season. Ten lucky winners were drawn from 
a hat by the Archaeology Committee: Sofia Bianchi 
Mancini, Nikola Cesarik, Mike Clegg, Alessandra 
Esposito, Roderick Geerts, Paul Kelly, Tanuj Kumar, Derek 
Patience, Paola Tomasi, and Lisa Venables. 
 

https://dub110.mail.live.com/?tid=cm06kQpjKK5BGWxtidZ19F1A2&fid=flinbox
https://dub110.mail.live.com/?tid=cm06kQpjKK5BGWxtidZ19F1A2&fid=flinbox
Society News Nov 2014/www.vindolanda.com
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Dates for your diary 

 

 

 

Cotswold Archaeology Annual Lecture 
Wednesday 18th March, 2015, 7.30pm 
Bingham Hall, King Street, Cirencester 
Timothy Darvill and Neil Holbrook: 
Grismondôs Tower and Cirencesterôs Western Roman 
Cemeteries 

London Evening Event: Greek and Roman Curses 
In association with the Hellenic Society 
Tuesday 17th March, 2015, 5.30pm 
Chancellorôs Hall, Senate House, London WC1E 7HU 

Esther Eidinow: Greek inscribed curses and the social 
historian 

Stephen Clews: Messages to the Goddess revealedé 
private thoughts of ordinary peopleé hear all about it 

Margaret Mountford: ñA plague on all their horsesò: Spells 
and curses at the races 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Beau Street Hoard Symposium 
Wednesday 22nd-Friday 24th April, 2015 
The Assembly Rooms and The Roman Baths, Bath 

The Beau Street Hoard, 17,577 silver Roman coins, was 
found on the Gainsborough Hotel site in Bath in 2007. 
The coins range from 32BC-27AD and are unusual as they 
were buried in eight separate leather bags. Identified and 
conserved at the British Museum, it is now at the Roman 
Baths where it will go on show. 

The Vilbia curse tablet  

Archaeology fieldwork bursaries 
A block grant of funds from the Roman Research Trust 
and Roman Society to support archaeology fieldwork 
bursaries for 16-18 year olds has been offered to the 
Vindolanda Trust for the 2015 season. 

Each successful applicant will be offered a two-week 
placement on the Vindolanda excavations, and the 
bursary will cover the cost of participation on the 
excavation including full-board accommodation in the 
Vindolanda Trustôs on-site Study centre 
(http://www.vindolanda.com/excavate/hedley-centre) 
but excludes travel to and from Vindolanda.  

Applicants are required to complete an application form 
and return it to Vindolanda no later than the deadline of 
the 30th January 2015. Successful applicants will be 
notified by the 6th February 2015 with their joining 
information.  

More information is available from the Roman Society: 
http://www.romansociety.org/schools-
resources/fieldwork-bursaries.html 
and from Vindolanda where students will find the online 
application form: 
http://www.vindolanda.com/blog/excavation 

 

Vindolanda ©The Vindolanda Trust 

http://www.vindolanda.com/excavate/hedley-centre
http://www.vindolanda.com/excavate/hedley-centre
http://www.vindolanda.com/excavate/hedley-centre
http://www.romansociety.org/schools-resources/fieldwork-bursaries.html
http://www.romansociety.org/schools-resources/fieldwork-bursaries.html
http://www.romansociety.org/schools-resources/fieldwork-bursaries.html
http://www.romansociety.org/schools-resources/fieldwork-bursaries.html
http://www.romansociety.org/schools-resources/fieldwork-bursaries.html
http://www.vindolanda.com/blog/excavation
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Publications 
Journals 
The 2014 journals (Journal of Roman Studies 104 and 
Britannia 45) have now been published and despatched to 
members. Please contact the Society 
(office@romansociety.org) if you have not yet received your 
copy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monographs 

The Society has recently published two new volumes: 
AD 410: The History and Archaeology of Late and Post-
Roman Britain 
Edited by F.K. Haarer, with Rob Collins, Keith Fitzpatrick- 
Matthews, Sam Moorhead, David Petts and Philippa Walton. 

As part of its centenary celebrations in 2010, the Roman 
Society organised a number of conferences across the UK 
exploring the theme of AD410 and the "End of Roman 
Britain". This volume contains a selection of 16 papers 
delivered at these conferences tackling the debate from 
different angles (historical, archaeological, literary) and 
setting out the current state of research. 

                                                       

                                                      2014, 240pp;  
                                                      54 figures (some colour).  
                                                      ISBN 978 0 907764403 
                                                      Oxbow price: £36.00.  
                                                      Introductory offer: £30. 
 
 

There will be a lecture on Wednesday 22nd April in the 
Pump Room by Richard Abdy, Curator of Coins and 
Medals at the British Museum, who has led on the 
research and conservation of the hoard. The Symposium 
will take place on 23rd and 24th April.  

Full details and tickets will be available at: 
www.romanbaths.co.uk 

Saturday 6 June, 2015: Roman Society AGM 
Woburn Suite, Senate House, London WC1E 7HU 

2.00   Romanisation? Provincial Cultures in the  

          Principate 

2.30  Dominic Rathbone: Gods, Soldiers, Mummies:  

          Making Egypt Roman 

3.00   Andrew Gardner: Post-Romanisation Perspectives  

           on the Provincial West 

3.45   Tea 

4.15   Tony Spawforth: Romanization? Modern Problems  

           and Ancient Greeks 

4.45   Tessa Rajak: Changing Faces, Changing Places, in  

           Roman Judaea 

5.30   Reception 

 

March 2016: Roman Archaeology Conference, Rome 

We are pleased to announce the Call for Sessions 
ωA session should consist of 4 to 6 presentations (double-
sessions and half-sessions will be considered) 
ωPresentations should last no longer than 30 minutes 
with sufficient time at the end of papers for audience 
questions 
ωThe official conference languages are English, French, 
German, Spanish and Italian 

Proposals to organise conference sessions should include 
the following information: 
ωTitle of the session 
ωName, affiliation, postal address and email of the 
proposer(s) 
ωA short description of the theme or subject area of the 
session (not more than 300 words) 
ωA list of up to 6 proposed speakers and titles/themes of 
their presentations, indicating in each case if the 
speakers have confirmed their participation in the 
session. 
The deadline for submission of session proposals in 
Friday 15 May 2015. 
Further information and registration for the conference 
will be available from www.romansocietyrac.ac.uk 
 

Society News Nov 2014/office@romansociety.org
Society News Nov 2014/www.romanbaths.co.uk
http://www.romansocietyrac.ac.uk/
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The Roman Hannibal: Remembering the enemy in Silius 
Italicusô Punica 

When I ask people what they think of óHannibal of 
Carthageô, most imagine a man crossing the Alps on an 
elephant or a warrior who fought ï but ultimately lost ï a 
lengthy war with Rome (the Second Punic war, end of the 
3rd century BC). Few pause to think how we have come 
by this image and even fewer, if they do, realise that the 
Hannibal we know is almost exclusively the product of 
Romeôs literature. For when Hannibal lost to Rome, he 
didnôt just lose a war, he lost the right to his own 
remembrance. Many books have been written from a 
historical perspective on Hannibal the Carthaginian, but 
none ï until now ï have been written about Hannibal the 
Roman, i.e. the Hannibal that Romeôs authors created.  

Hannibal was something of an obsession for Rome. His 
exploits were documented in texts from all genres, 
including historiography (e.g. Livy), biography (Cornelius 
Nepos) and satire (e.g. Juvenal). He was remembered as 
the man who struck Rome at its heart, Hannibal ad 
portas (óHannibal at the gatesô, e.g. Cicero, de Finibus 
4.22), and he became a larger-than-life figure, the dirus 

Hannibal (ódread Hannibalô, e.g. Horace Carm.2.12.2) ï a 
bogeyman used to frighten little children (Juvenal 
Sat.7.161).  

This process of remembrance says less about the órealô 
Hannibal, than it does about how ancient Rome 
remembered its past; and through the texts that survive 
we can draw a picture of how authors used figures like 
Hannibal as a means of showing Romeôs strengths and 
weaknesses. Be that a desire by those writing under the 
emperors to show that Rome needed an enemy like 
Hannibal to maintain its moral and martial prowess (e.g. 
Livy 30.44.8), or by republican writers such as Cicero (e.g. 
Verr.5.31), who liked to compare the corrupt public 
figures of his own day to the supposedly cruel and greedy 
Carthaginian. 

For Romeôs authors, therefore, Hannibal was a cultural 
icon. But despite his fame both then and now, there is 
one óHannibal-textô that has remained relatively unknown: 
Silius Italicusô Punica. Written in the age of the emperor 
Domitian (81-96 AD), this text is Romeôs longest surviving 
epic in Latin, but it has received somewhat of a bad-press 
over the years, mostly from scholars who see Siliusô epic 
as a mere imitation of Virgilôs Aeneid. What these scholars 
ignore, however, is the invaluable contribution that the 
Punica makes to our understanding of how Rome 
remembered its Carthaginian foe. For in 17 books, Siliusô 
epic offers the most comprehensive overview that we 
have for what óHannibalô meant to Rome. Never before or 
since has Romeôs ultimate enemy been lavished with so 
much attention. With the freedom of the epic genre at his 
disposal, Silius was able to present an account of the 
second Punic war that focused almost exclusively on 

 

Britannia Monograph No. 26 
Emma Durham and Michael Fulford: A Late Roman Town 
House and its Environs. The Excavations of C. D. Drew and 
K.C. Conningwod Selby in Colliton Park, Dorchester, Dorset 
1937-8 
This report publishes the 1937-8 excavations in Colliton 
Park, Dorchester, Dorset, which revealed one of the best 
preserved late Roman town houses so far discovered in 
Roman Britain. Extensively decorated with mosaics, the 
building has recently been re-displayed in a new cover 
building by Dorset County Council. 
 
 
                                                      2014, 436pp;  
                                                      214 figuress (some colour) 
                                                      ISBN 978 0 907764397 
                                                      Oxbow price: £36.00.  
                                                       Introductory offer: £32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiona Haarer, Secretary 
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Hannibal. As a result he included all of those episodes 
that had came to define the ólegendaryô Carthaginian: the 
childhood oath with which he swore to wage eternal war 
with Rome (Book 1), the battle of Cannae where he 
annihilated Romeôs army (Books 9-10), his attack on Rome 
(Hannibal ad portas, Book 12), and his defeat at the battle 
of Zama in 202BC, where he swears that Rome will never 
forget him (Book 17).  
Rome viewed Hannibal as its ultimate enemy, because it 
saw him as the man who had come closest to destroying 
it. From the moment victory was won, therefore, the 
process of remembrance began, together with the quest 
to understand how one man almost overcame an empire. 
Siliusô Punica, better than any other surviving text from 
the ancient world, encapsulates this process of 
remembrance. Hannibal emerges from this epic as a 
flawed super-hero; a man who could have taken Rome, 
had it not been for its men and its gods. Whilst Siliusô text 
does not bring us any closer to understanding the órealô 
Hannibal, it is a real reflection of how Rome chose to 
engage with its past. In this respect it plays an invaluable 
role in our understanding of how Romans thought about 
the world, in addition to how they acted within it.  

Claire Stocks (c.stocks@let.ru.nl) 
 

Match-fixing scandal: Antinoopolis AD 267 

Nicantinous woke up happy on 24th February 267. He was 
going to win the final of the wrestling competition for 
ephebes (pre-adult men) in his home town of 
Antinoopolis in Egypt. Thanks to his dad Aquila, who had 
done a deal with his opponent, Demetrios. Almost 1,750 
years later, the sordid tale has emerged from a scrap of 
papyrus excavated at nearby Oxyrhynchus by the Oxford 
dons Grenfell and Hunt in winter 1903/4. The text has 
recently been published in volume 79 of the Oxyrhynchus 
Papyri (no. 5209), which contains papyri, selected to mark 
the 2012 London Olympics, to do with competitions and 
shows. 

The text takes the form of a contract of sale in advance of 
delivery. Useless in court because the deal was illegal, it 
was to reinforce a private, indeed secret, agreement. 
Aquila pays 3,800 drachmas to Demetriosô trainers for 
Demetrios to fall three times and cede the crown. If 
Demetrios does not follow the script, his side are liable to 
a penalty of 18,000 drachmas. The penalty, often twice 
the price agreed, implies that Aquila had actually paid 
9,000 drachmas, of which the trainers had pocketed 5,200 
drachmas. There is a nice get-out clause: if the judges 
suspect a fix ï ómay it not happen,ô hopes the 

contract ï and do not award the crown, Demetriosô 
side is not liable to the penalty. 
Then as today wrestling was a sport notoriously open 
to fixing, but this is the first known documentary 
evidence. Following recent revelations about match-
fixing, we might suspect a connection with gambling. 
The simpler answer, however, is the financial rewards 
of victory. Originally the winner just got a wreath and 
the fame, but now that was only true of the four oldest 
games ï the Isthmian, Nemean, Olympic and Pythian. 
By AD 267 there was a mania for competitions in 
athletics and music, and cities offered cash prizes to 
attract star competitors.  
Antinoopolis had been founded in AD 130 by the 
emperor Hadrian where his toy-boy Antinous had 
drowned in the Nile in mysterious circumstances (the 
crocs arenôt telling). So its annual games were in the 
ósacredô class, second only to the big four, and victors, 
in addition their prize, could claim a monthly cash 
pension. 
Comparative evidence suggests Nicantinous stood to 
get 60 drachmas a month, say roughly £600. Aquilaôs 
bribe, if it was 9,000 drachmas, was some £90,000. 
After 12.5 years Nicantinous would be turning a profit, 
apart from the prize money and fame. Why did 
Demetrios take 3,800 drachmas to lose? I blame his 
trainers. Athletics was big money. My guess is that 
Demetrios was not himself wealthy; he had been 
talent-spotted by his trainers, who had paid his costs 
and now wanted a guaranteed return on their 
investment. Tough on Demetrios, if he thought he 
could win, but heôd get other chances.  

Dominic Rathbone, Kingôs College London 
(domininc.rathbone@kcl.ac.uk) 

 
 

The adventure of the Windsor sarcophagus 

You just canôt bury him. Be it Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Anthony Horowitzôs Moriarty, or the Museum of 
Londonôs exhibition Sherlock Holmes: the  man who 
never lived and will never die ï Conan Doyleôs creation is 
all around us. But if he encourages us to deploy our 
detective skills in sorting out some mysteries in museum 
stores, perhaps thatôs no bad thing. 

Take a marble sarcophagus in the vaults of the Museum 
of London. It is of the type with vertical stopped fluting, 
central medallion with portrait bust (blocked out but 
unfinished) and ends featuring a fearsome lion crouching 
over its prey. The style is common enough and the  

mailto:c.stocks@let.ru.nl
mailto:domininc.rathbone@kcl.ac.uk
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Historic ótreasureô on display at Canterbury Roman 
Museum 

Canterbury Museums and Galleries, has recently acquired 
a rare soldierôs helmet from the time of Julius Caesar. The 
helmet, together with a brooch, small spike and some 
cremated remains, was found by a metal detectorist at 
Bridge near Canterbury in September 2012 and excavated 
by Canterbury Archaeological Trust and Dover 
Archaeological Group. It dates to the mid-1st century BC 
and is probably from Gaul (modern day France). It may 
have been made and used during Caesarôs Gallic Wars and 
its owner was probably from Kent. Only four other Iron 
Age helmets have been found in the UK and the British 
Museum declared the helmet as one of the key finds of 
2012 in recognition of its significance and rarity. 

The Iron Age helmet  
©Canterbury Museums and Galleries 

 

quality is average, perhaps the product of a regional Italian 
workshop. It came to light in Chester in 1950, having been 
purchased from a dealer in garden ornaments. A battered 
luggage label reads: óOld Roman Sarcophagus. Discovered 
at Bishopsgate House Englefield Green Surrey in 1866. 
Price £52 10s.ô The London Museum subsequently 
acquired it, suspecting a genuinely Romano-British 
antiquity, perhaps deriving from a mausoleum in the 
neighbourhood of Windsor Great Park. 
Recent detective work, however, part of preparing the 
long-awaited tenth fascicule in the British Corpus 
Signorum Imperii Romani series, has unravelled the true 
story. One of the key witnesses is the architectural 
draughtsman, James Hakewill, who described Windsor 
and its environs in 1813. Bishopsgate House, he wrote, 
óformerly belonged to George Cumberland, Esq., author of 
the ñMaid of Snowdonò, and other works of taste and 
eleganceô. Now Cumberland was a champion of neo-
Classicism, an art-critic who numbered the sculptor 
Thomas Banks among his friends, and who had spent five 
years in Italy before settling in Englefield Green in 1793. So 
to deduce the truth is elementary. That Cumberland once 
owned the sarcophagus is well-nigh certain; that he was 
responsible for bringing it to Windsor is more than likely.  

Penny Coombe, Martin Henig, Francis Grew, and Kevin 
Hayward, Roman Sculpture from London and the South-
East (200 pages,  20 colour plates, 64 black & white plates;  
CSIR Great Britain, Vol 1: Fascicule 10,) will be published 
by OUP/British Academy in 2015. Price: £120 URL: 
http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780197265710.do 

Francis Grew (fgrew@museumoflondon.org.uk) 
 

 

The Windsor sarcophagus, showing side and end views 

http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780197265710.do
mailto:fgrew@museumoflondon.org.uk
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Roman roadworks on the Vindolanda stretch of 
Stanegate 

The Stanegate here has the distinction of two milestones 
(about) one Roman mile apart: the eastern one, 110 
metres from the fort, complete, but uninscribed; the 
western one cut down and split for gateposts ca. 1815 ï 
only the base survives, with no lettering visible on the 
pieces. Horsley, in Britannia Romana xiv-xv, deciphered 
DRI in 'faint letters', taking this as part of the name of 
Hadrian, followed by BON[O] | REI| PVBLIC[AE] | NATO. 
William Stukeley, who toured  the Wall in 1725 with Roger 
Gale, wrote in his Iter Boreale (published posthumously, in 
his Iter Curiosum, 2nd ed., 1776, II), p. 60: "Before we 
come to Little Chester [one of several names for 
Vindolanda] is a most noble column, or milestone, set 
upon the road: it is of a large bulk and height, with an 
inscription, but only not quite defaced. Mr. Gale thought 
he could read TVNG. upon it: it is the Original drawing of the Great Woodchester pavement 

An article about the 1880 re-excavation of the óGreat 
Pavementô at Woodchester 

Robert Van Arsdell has just published an article about the 
1880 re-excavation of the óGreat Pavementô at 
Woodchester - 
http://www.vanarsdellcelticcoinageofbritain.com/archaeo
logical_resources/archaeological_articles/annnie_playne_
scrapbook/annie_playne_scrapbook1.html. The article 
illustrates all of the original drawings from the scrapbook 
which he believes was the original site record. Annie 
Playne (almost certainly the daughter of Charles Playne) 
collected the artists' drawing after the excavation and 
assembled them in a scrapbook. Seven of the original 
drawings were published in Charles Playne's article in 
Transactions of Bristol & Gloucester shire Archaeological 
Society (volume for 1880-1881). Thirteen additional 
drawings are published for the first time. 
 

 

The helmet is now being shared with a wide audience 
through a new display at Canterbury Roman Museum. To 
bring this new acquisition to life there are learning 
activities and an animated presentation. A fruitful 
partnership with the University of Kentôs Roman History 
and Archaeology department has enabled us to use new 
technology to widen public access to the helmet without 
causing any damage so that it can be preserved for future 
generations. The University laser scanned the artefact and 
created a 3D computer model which was used to create a 
resin copy which now forms part of the handling 
collection at the museum.  

Canterbury Roman Museum is managed by Canterbury 
City Council, and an important part our vision is to be East 
Kentôs gateway to art, culture and heritage. The 
acquisition of the helmet for the museumôs collection is a 
perfect way to realise this vision. 

We would like to thank the following funders who have 
generously supported the purchase of the helmet: the 
ACE V&A Purchase Grant Fund, the Headley Trust, the 
Friends of Canterbury Museums and CCC. Thanks also to 
the University of Kent, in particular Professor Ray 
Laurence. 

Further information can be found at Canterbury Roman 
Museum website: 
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/museums/roman-
museum/Iron-Age-Helmet.aspx 

Jo Jones 
Director of Museums and Galleries, Canterbury City 

Council (Joanna.Jones@canterbury.gov.uk) 

 

finest stone of this sort I have seen, and would have 
informed us who made the road."  In RIB 2308 Horsley's 
DRI is taken as primary, the rest as secondary. A note 
adds: "Presumably for l. 3: TVNG Gale; quoted by Stuk." 
Stukeley's inference is not registered. It has just dawned 
on me that TVNG indeed "informs us who made the roadñ 
ï the cohors I Tungrorum, now known from writing-
tablets as well as stone and other inscriptions to have 
been based at Vindolanda; see recently ZPE 186 [2013] 
287-300. Intriguingly, a period 3 writing-tablet (Tab. 
Vindol. II 316), when coh. VIIII Batavorum was here, 
discusses wagon-loads of stone, surely for road-building. 
Probably the Tungrians resurfaced the Stanegate before 
Hadrian's visit; for other Hadrianic milestones cf. RIB 
2244, 2265, 2272. Auxiliaries seldom feature on 
milestones, but an Antonine one from Ingliston (RIB 
2313+add.) shows coh. I Cugernorum roadbuilding. 

Anthony Birley, Vindolanda (arbirley@aol.com) 

 


