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Welcome

A warm welcome to this 8th issue of
Epistula, the twiceyearly newsletter
from the Roman Society. An important
feature of this issue is the report about §
events partsponsored by the Roman
Society through the Archaeology
Committee, fostering links with local
societies to bring Roman Studies to an
even wider audience. Keep your eye 0
the Roman Society website for more
events, and do come along to any near

you. Society members at Fishbourne

We are also pleased to expand the Th ¢ h tak | T
newsletter beyond Archaeology, with ree conierences have taken place.

the help of Emma Buckley and Neville first was held in Malton oifhe Romans

Morley. This has led to the inclusion of in Ryedale and Beyonand you can read

notes on recent research in literature \_erte~up by the organiser, Dr Pete
and history. Wilson on page 10.

The second was our annual joint
conference in collaboration with the
Association for Roman Archaeology, thi

whether archaeology, art, ancient year on the topicAugustus: First

history, literature or any other aspect Emperor of Romdo mark the

of the Roman world, so please do Sen(pimillennium of his death. Over 220 fille
in your news on rec’ent research the BP Lecture at the British Museum tc

upcoming talks or new publications for hear lectures by Susan .Walké—'he
. Image of Augustus Reviewedario
the next edition. .
Calomino Emperor or God?
Ben Croxford and Louise RevelCommemorating Augustus on Cgins
Editors  Andrew WallaceHadrill Brick to Marble?
How Augustus transformed Rorna)d
Penny GoodmarHalf-way to a
Bimillennium: Augustus in the Middle

This newsletter relies on you for
information which you think will
interest your fellow Romanists,

Society news
Events roundup
Members have already enjoyed a Ages.

number of events this autumn. The  The third was another collaboration, this
season started with a visit to time with WallQuest and the Arbeia
Fishbourne Roman Palace and Gardenggciety in South Shields, a conference
where members were given a guided  the results of community archaeology o
tour of the site, followed by a special  Hadriars Wall entitiedBeyond the Walls:



William Fitzgerald delivered the London Evening Lectul
on 11th November, on the subjettree Latin Poets in a
Word: you can listen to Willia lecture on YouTube
here:
https://dub110.mail.live.com/?tid=cm06kQpjKK5BGWx
Z19F1A2&fid=flinbox

Finally, on 25th Novembethe Roman Society
collaborated with the Roman Research Trust to host th
Joan Pye Lecture in the Chancellor's Hall at Senate Hc
Dr Peter Guest delivered a lecture entitl&the Legionary
Fortress at Caerleon: Recent discoveries and new
perspectivesThe lecture was followed by a reception ar
a book launch for the Society's new publicatid/® 410:
The History and Archaeology of Late and fRmmhan

The presenters at the Roman Society and Association ofB“ti”“n[See the Society's publications section].
Roman Archaeology conference

The baths, temples, villages and fields outside the forts
on Hadriai® Wall: Recent discoveriekhe event was

fully booked and a large audience gathered to enjoy
papers by Nick Hodgson, Sue Stallibrass, Andrew Birle#s
Paul Bidwell, David Mason, David Breeze and Lindsay &
AllisonJones.

The second in the series of the Roman Society
sponsored lectures in association with the British
Museunt® Touring ExhibitioRoman Empire: Power and
Peoplewas delivered by Dr Adrian Chadwick at the
Leeds City Museum. His lecture was entitleglds and

farms, lucre and_ lightning see'dsP(_eopIe, coins and the Representation of the legionary fortress at Caerleon from
rural landscape in Roman Yorkshire the south

The Roman Society and the Vindolanda

Trust(www.vindolanda.comn

Following a successful site visit to Vindolanda last ye:
the Roman Society has been very pleased to continue
collaboration with the Vindolanda Trust in two key way

Draw for free places

The Society was delighted that the Vindolanda Trust
offered ten free places to members on its 2015
excavation season. Ten lucky winners were drawn fro
a hat by the Archaeology Committegofia Bianchi
Mancini, Nikola Cesarik, Mike Clegg, Alessandra
Esposito, Roderick Geerts, Paul Kelly, Tanuj Kumar, C
Patience, Paola Tomasi, and Lisa Venables.

The York radiate hoard
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Archaeology fieldwork bursaries

A block grant of funds from the Roman Research Trust
and Roman Society to support archaeology fieldwork
bursaries for 1618 year olds has been offered to the
Vindolanda Trust for the 2015 season.

Each successful applicant will be offered a-tmeek
placement on the Vindolanda excavations, and the
bursary will cover the cost of participation on the
excavation including futboard accommodation in the
Vindolanda Truss onsite Study centre
(http://www.vindolanda.com/excavate/hedlexentre)
but excludes travel to and from Vindolanda.

Applicants are required to complete an application form
and return it to Vindolanda no later than the deadline of
the 30th January 2015. Successful applicants will be
notified by the 6th February 2015 with their joining
information.

More information is available from the Roman Society:
http://www.romansociety.org/schools
resources/fieldworkbursaries.html

and from Vindolanda where students will find the online
application form:
http://www.vindolanda.com/blog/excavation

Vindolanda©The Vindolanda Trust

Dates for your diary

~

o,
X cotswold
[;\_ \ J\\ Archaeology
Q

Cotswold Archaeology Annual Lecture
Wednesday 18th March, 2015, 7.30pm

Bingham Hall, King Street, Cirencester

Timothy Darvill and Neil Holbrook:

Grismond@ Tower and Cirences&Western Roman
Cemeteries

The Vilbia curse tablet

London Evening Event: Greek and Roman Curses
In association with the Hellenic Society

Tuesday 17th March, 2015, 5.30pm

Chancellog Hall, Senate House, London WC1E 7HU

Esther EidinowGreek inscribed curses and the social
historian

Stephen ClewsVlessages to the Goddess reveded
private thoughts of ordinary peopde hear all about it

Margaret Mountford:fiA plague on all their horsesSpells
and curses at the races

Beau
Street
Hoard

Wednesday 22 - Friday 24 April 2015

The Assembly Rooms and
The Roman Baths, Bath

Free to all

Beau Street Hoard Symposium
Wednesday 22ndFriday 24th April, 2015
The Assembly Rooms and The Roman Baths, Bath

The Beau Street Hoard, 17,577 silver Roman coins, we
found on the Gainsborough Hotel site in Bath in 2007.
The coins range from 32BXZAD and are unusual as the
were buried in eight separate leather bags. Identified a
conserved at the British Museum, it is now at the Rom:
Baths where it will go on show.
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There will be a lecture on Wednesday 22nd April in thePuincations
Pump Room by Richard Abdy, Curator of Coins and  j5,rnals

Medals at the British Museum, who has led on the e 2014 journals (Journal of Roman Studies 104 and
research and conservation of the hoard. The Symposighiannia 45) have now been published and despatched t

will take place on 23rd and 24th April. members. Please contact the Society
Full details and tickets will be available at: (office@romansociety.olgf you have not yet received you
www.romanbaths.co.uk copy.

Saturday 6 June, 2015: Roman Society AGM
Woburn Suite, Senate House, London WC1E 7HU

2.00 Romanisation? Provincial Cultures in the BRITANNIA
Principate P :

2.30 Dominic Rathbon&ods, Soldiers, Mummies:
Making Egypt Roman

3.00 Andrew GardnePostRomanisation Perspectives
on the Provincial West

3.45 Tea

4.15 Tonyspawforth Romanization? Modern Problems
and Ancient Greeks

4.45 TessRajak Changing Faces, Changing Places, i'ﬂ/lonographs

Roman Judaea The Society has recently published two new volumes:

5.30 Reception AD 410: The History and Archaeology of Late and Post
Roman Britain
Edited by F.K. Haarer, with Rob Collins, Keith Fitzpatrick

March 2016: Roman Archaeology Conference, Rome : -
9y Matthews, Sam Moorhead, David Petts and Philippa Wall

We are pleased to announce the Call for Sessions _ o
oA session should consist of 4 to 6 presentations (douffepart of its centenary celebrations in 2010, the Roman

sessions and haffessions will be considered) Society organised a number of conferences across the U
«Presentations should last no longer than 30 minutes €xploring the theme of AD410 and the "End of Roman
with sufficient time at the end of papers for audience Britain”. This volume contains a selection of 16 papers

questions delivered at these conferences tackling the debate from
o he official conference languages are English, FrencHifferent angles (historical, archaeological, literary) and
German, Spanish and Italian setting out the current state of research.

Proposals to organise conference sessions should include
the following information: AD 410: THE HISTORY:

o¥itle of the session AND ARCHAEOLOGY oF | 2014, 240pp;

uName, affiliation, postal address and email of the LATE AND POSEROMANTE 54 figures (some colour).
proposer(s) P Sy ISBN 978 0 907764403
wA short description of the theme or subject area of theg Rt ks ﬁﬁ;%"dcrt’grcegf?g%%()
session (nOt more than 300 WordS) : = Réb Callins, Keilhv;‘i:t‘:zpnlrick-Mnnhe = y - .

Sam:Moorhead, David Petts

oA list of up to 6 proposed speakers and titles/themes Qf ** S reamtats
their presentations, indicating in each case if the '
speakers have confirmed their participation in the
session. :
The deadline for submission of session proposals in FEEEE==E
Friday 15 May 2015.
Further information and registration for the conference
will be availabldrom www.romansocietyrac.ac.uk
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Society news/Research

Britannia Monograph No. 26 = - rANT
Emma Durham and Michael Fulfo&liate Roman Town Tlfl L l{(\) l\l\N

House and its Environs. The Excavations of C. D. Drew and [

K.C. Conningwod Selby in Colliton Park, Dorchester, Dorset H ANN I Bf\ L
19378 Remembering the Enemy in Silius Italicus’ Punica
This report publishes the 193 excavations in Colliton
Park, Dorchester, Dorset, which revealed one of the best
preserved late Roman town houses so far discovered in
Roman Britain. Extensively decorated with mosaics, the

building has recently been isplayed in a new cover
building by Dorset County Council.

2014, 436pp;

214 figuress (some colour)
ISBN 978 0 907764397
Oxbow price£36.00.
Introductory offer:£32

Hannibal(@read Hannibd e.g. Horac€arm2.12.2)i a
bogeyman used to frighten little children (Juvenal
Sat7.161).

This process of remembrance says less aboutdadd
Hannibal, than it does about how ancient Rome
remembered its past; and through the texts that survive
we can draw a picture of how authors used figures like
yHannibal as a means of showing R@strengths and
weaknesses. Be that a desire by those writing under th
The Roman Hannibal: Remembering the enemy in Silius¢mperors to show that Rome needed an enemy like
ltalicusbPunica Hannibal to maintain its moral and martial prowess (e.g
) ) Livy 30.44.8), or by republican writers such as Cicero (&
When | ask people what they think éfannibal of Verr.5.31), who liked to compare the corrupt public

Carthagé most imagine a man crossing the Alps onan q,res of his own day to the supposedly cruel and gree
elephant or a warrior who fought but ultimately losti a Carthaginian.

lengthy war with Rome (the Second Punic war, end of the

3rd century BC). Few pause to think how we have comeFor Romé& authors, therefore, Hannibal was a cultural
by this image and even fewer, if they do, realise that the icon. But despite his fame both then and now, there is
Hannibal we know is almost exclusively the product of onediannibaitextdthat has remained relatively unknowr
Romes literature. For when Hannibal lost to Rome, he  Silius ItalicudPunica Written in the age of the emperor
didnd just lose a war, he lost the right to his own Domitian (8196 AD), this text is Ron3elongest surviving
remembrance. Many books have been written from a  €pic in Latin, but it has received somewhat of a-{paeiss
historical perspective on Hannibal the Carthaginian, but over the years, mostly from scholars who see Sip&
nonei until nowi have been written about Hannibal the as a mere imitation of VirgilAeneid What these scholars

Roman i.e. the Hannibal that Rondeauthors created. ignore, however, is the invaluable contribution that the
) . . _ Punicamakes to our understanding of how Rome
Hannibal was something of an obsession for Rome. His \emembered its Carthaginian foe. For in 17 books, Silit

exploits were documented in texts from all genres, gpjic offers the most comprehensive overview that we
including historiography (e.g. Livy), biography (Comnelius, 5y for whatHannibabmeant to Rome. Never before or
Nepos) and satire (e.g. Juvenal). He was remembered a§ince has Ronde ultimate enemy been lavished with so

the man who struck Rome at its heartannibal ad much attention. With the freedom of the epic genre at h
portas(@annibal at the gatee.g. Ciceraje Finibus disposal, Silius was able to present an account of the

4.22), and he became a largiran-life figure, thedirus second Punic war that focused almost exclusively on
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Research

Hannibal. As a result he included all of those episodes contracti and do not award the crown, Demetri@s
that had came to define théegendargCarthaginian: the side is not liable to the penalty.

childhood oath with which he swore to wage eternal war Then as today wrestling was a sport notoriously open
with Rome (Book 1), the battle of Cannae where he to fixing, but this is the first known documentary
annihilated Rom& army (Books-20), his attack on Rome evidence. Following recent revelations about match
(Hannibald portas Book 12), and his defeat at the battle fixing, we might suspect a connection with gambling.
of Zama in 202BC, where he swears that Rome will neverhe simpler answer, however, is the financial rewards
forget him (Book 17). of victory. Originally the winner just got a wreath and
Rome viewed Hannibal as its ultimate enemy, because itthe fame, but now that was only true of the four oldest
saw him as the man who had come closest to destroyinggamesi the Isthmian, Nemean, Olympic and Pythian.
it. From the moment victory was won, therefore, the By AD 267 there was a mania for competitions in
process of remembrance began, together with the quest athletics and music, and cities offered cash prizes to
to understand how one man almost overcame an empireattract star competitors.

Siliu$Punica, better than any other surviving text from  Antinoopolis had been founded in AD 130 by the

the ancient world, encapsulates this process of emperor Hadrian where his teyoy Antinous had
remembrance. Hannibal emerges from this epicas a  drowned in the Nile in mysterious circumstances (the
flawed supethero; a man who could have taken Rome, crocs areid telling). So its annual games were in the
had it not been for its men and its gods. Whilst Siiest ~ &acredclass, second only to the big four, and victors,
does not bring us any closer to understanding @leald in addition their prize, could claim a monthly cash
Hannibal, it is a real reflection of how Rome chose to  pension.

engage with its past. In this respect it plays an invaluableComparative evidence suggests Nicantinous stood to
role in our understanding of how Romans thought about get 60 drachmas a month, say rougBB00. Aquil&

the world, in addition to how they acted within it. bribe, if it was 9,000 drachmas, was sofit®,000.
After 12.5 years Nicantinous would be turning a profit,
apart from the prize money and fame. Why did
Demetrios take 3,800 drachmas to lose? | blame his
Match-fixing scandal: Antinoopolis AD 267 trainers. Athletics was big money. My guess is that
Demetrios was not himself wealthy; he had been
Et%:{lent-spotted by his trainers, who had paid his costs
and now wanted a guaranteed return on their
dinvestment. Tough on Demetrios, if he thought he
could win, but hél get other chances.

Claire Stocks(stocks@let.ru.nl

Nicantinous woke up happy on 24th February 267. He w
going to win the final of the wrestling competition for
ephebes (preadult men) in his home town of
Antinoopolis in Egypt. Thanks to his dad Aquila, who ha
done a deal with his opponent, Demetrios. Almost 1,750
years later, the sordid tale has emerged from a scrap of Dominic Rathbone, KidgCollege London
papyrus excavated at nearby Oxyrhynchus by the Oxford (domininc.rathbone@kcl.ac.yk
dons Grenfell and Hunt in winter 1903/4. The text has

recently been published in volume 79 of tByrhynchus

Papyri(no. 5209), which contains papyri, selected to markThe adventure of the Windsor sarcophagus

the 2012 London Olympics, to do with competitions and
shows.

You just cad bury him. Be it Benedict Cumberbatch,
Anthony Horowit® Moriarty, or the Museum of
The text takes the form of a contract of sale in advance of_ondor exhibitionSherlock Holmes: the man who

delivery. Useless in court because the deal was illegal, it never lived and will never dieConan Doy]é creation is

was to reinforce a private, indeed secret, agreement. gl around us. But if he encourages us to deploy our
Aquila pays 3,800 drachmas to Demetdtoainers for detective skills in sorting out some mysteries in muset
Demetrios to fall three times and cede the crown. If stores, perhaps tha no bad thing.

Demetrios does not follow the script, his side are liable to ,
a penalty of 18,000 drachmas. The penalty, often twice 12ke & marble sarcophagus in the vaults of the Muset
the price agreed, implies that Aquila had actually paid of London. It is of the type with vertical stopped fluting

9,000 drachmas, of which the trainers had pocketed 5,20§€ntral medallion with portrait bust (blocked out but
drachmas. There is a nice gait clause: if the judges unfinished) and ends featuring a fearsome lion crouch

suspect a fix énay it not happerghopes the over its prey. The style is common enough and the
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Research

The Windsor sarcophagus, showing side and end views

quality is average, perhaps the product of a regional Itali#istoric dreasuredon display at Canterbury Roman
workshop. It came to light in Chester in 1950, having beéWwuseum

purchased from a dealer in garden ornaments. A battere . .
luggage label readd€Dld Roman Sarcophagus. Discovere anterbury Museums and GaIIe_rles, has _recently acqu
at Bishopsgate House Englefield Green Surrey in 1866. a rare soldiets helmet from the time of Julius Caesar. Tt

PriceE52 10s6The London Museum subsequently helme'f[, :jogethe_r with a tf)roo%hé)small Stpllkg ?ndtsqr?et
acquired it, suspecting a genuinely RoméaBritish cremated remains, was found by a metal detectonst a

antiquity, perhaps deriving from a mausoleum in the Bridge near Canterbury in September 2012 and excava
neighbofjrhoo d of Windsor Great Park by Canterbury Archaeological Trust and Dover

Recent detective work, however, part of preparing the Arch_aeologlcal Group. It dates to the ridt century BC
long-awaited tenth fascicule in the Britigborpus and is probably from Gaul (m0(_jern daAy Frar_lce). It may
Signorum Imperii Romaseries, has unravelled the true have been made and used during Caés@allic Wars anc

story. One of the key witnesses is the architectural its owner was probably from Kent. Only four other Iron

draughtsman, James Hakewill, who described Windsor Age helmets have been found in the UK and the.B”t'Sh
and its environs in 1813. Bishopsgate House, he wrote, Musel_Jm declar_e_d the _heln_1et_a_15 one of the kt_ey finds of
dormerly belonged to George Cumberland, Esq., author %(912 in recognition of its significance and rarity.

the iVaid of Snowdon and other works of taste and
elegancé Now Cumberland was a champion of neo
Classicism, an adritic who numbered the sculptor

Thomas Banks among his friends, and who had spent five
years in Italy before settling in Englefield Green in 1793.

to deduce the truth is elementary. That Cumberland onc
owned the sarcophagus is waligh certain; that he was
responsible for bringing it to Windsor is more than likely.

Penny Coombe, Martin Henig, Francis Grew, and Kevin
Hayward Roman Sculpture from London and the Seuth
East(200 pages, 20 colour plates, 64 black & white plat
CSIR Great Britain, Vol 1: Fascicule 10,) will be publishet
by OUP/British Academy in 2015. Prif&20 URL: ”
http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780197265710.do

Francis Grewfdrew@museumoflondon.org.0k

The Iron Age helmet
©Canterbury Museums and Galleries
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finest stone of this sort | have seen, and would have
T&nformed us who made the road.” In RIB 2308 Horsley
DRI is taken as primary, the rest as secondary. A note

activities and an animated presentation. A fruitful adds: "Presumably for |. 3: TVNG Gale; quoted by Stuk

partnership with the University of KetRoman History Stukeley's inferenc_e IS not"_registered. It has just dawqe
and Archaeology department has enabled us to use newP" M€ that TVNG indeed "informs us who made the fo:
technology to widen public access to the helmet without | th€ cohors | Tungrorumnow known from writing
causing any damage so that it can be preserved for futuri?PI€ts as well as stone and other inscriptions to have
generations. The University laser scanned the artefact aftf€n Pased at Vindolanda; see recemtyEL86 [2013]
created a 3D computer model which was used to create 45 -500- Intriguingly, a period 3 writirgblet (Tab.

resin copy which now forms part of the handling V_indoI.II 316), when:oh.fVIIII Batavolru;was :i;:eld
collection at the museum. discusses wageloads of stone, surely for rodouilding.

. Probably the Tungriarmesurfaced the Stanegate before
Canterbury Roman Museum is managed by Canterbury paqrian's visit; for otheHadrianic milestonesf. RIB

City Council, and an important part our vision is to be Easba4 2065 2272, Auxiliaries seldom feature on

Kent gateway to art, culture and heritage. The  jjegtones, but a Antonine one from Ingliston (RIB
acquisition of the helmet for the museuincollection is a 2313+add.) showsoh. | Cugernorumadbuilding.

perfect way to realise this vision. Anthony Birley, Vindolandarbirley@aol.con)

The helmet is now being shared with a wide audience
through a new display at Canterbury Roman Museum.
bring this new acquisition to life there are learning

We would like to thank the following funders who have

generously supported the purchase of the helmet: the : . .
ACE V&A Purchase Grant Fund, the Headley Trust, the /Snvaerr?](zﬁﬁzt:%ghdig;grmxcavatlon of thedGreat
Friends of Canterbury Museums and CCC. Thanks also 16

the University of Kent, in particular Professor Ray Robert Van Arsdell has just published an article about t
Laurence. 1880 reexcavation of thaisreat Pavemerdat

Further information can be found at Canterbury Roman Woodchester

Museum website: http://www.vanarsdellcelticcoinageofbritain.com/archae
http://www.canterbury.co.uk/museums/roman logical_resources/archaeological_articles/annnie_playn
museum/lronAgeHelmet.aspx scrapbook/annie_playne scrapbookl.htriithe article

illustrates all of the original drawings from the scrapboo
Jo Jones which he believes was the original site record. Annie
Director of Museums and Galleries, Canterbury Cibjayne (almost certainly the daughter of Charles Playne

Council Joanna.Jones@canterbury.gov.ukcollected the artists' drawing after the excavation and

assembled them in a scrapbook. Seven of the original
drawings were published in Charles Playne's article in
Transactions of Bristol & Gloucester shire Archaeologic
The Stanegate here has the distinction of two milestone$ociety (volume for 1880881). Thirteen additional
(about) one Roman mile apart: the eastern one, 110  drawings are published for the first time.
metres from the fort, complete, but uninscribed; the
western one cut down and split for gateposts ca. 1815
only the base survives, with no lettering visible on the
pieces Horsley, iBritannia Romanaiv-xv, deciphered
DRI in 'faint letters’, taking this as part of the name of
Hadrian, followed byBON[O] | REI| PVBLIC[AE] | NATO.
William Stukeley, who toured the Wall in 1725 with Roger
Gale, wrote in hister Borealgpublished posthumously, in
hislter Curiosum2nd ed., 1776, 1), p. 60: "Before we
come to Little Chester [one of several names for
Vindolanda] is a most noble column, or milestone, set
upon the road: it is of a large bulk and height, with an
inscription, but only not quite defaced. Mr. Gale thought

he could read TVNG. upon it: it is the Original drawing of the Great Woodchester pavement
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Roman roadworks on the Vindolanda stretch of
Stanegate



